
 would like to pay
tribute to Mary Stone, a fantastic
fundraiser and staunch supporter of
Double Joy and to also celebrate the
success of Double Joy beneficiary, Clinton
Ongidi who kindly shares his

Mary Stone was an
exceptional woman, in
every sense of the
word. She was truly

active when it came to championing the causes
close to her heart and Double Joy were blessed
with her support. Mary’s faith and profession
were key to understanding who Mary was. She
was a Quaker, which guided her choices and
actions. She had been a teacher, headteacher
and teacher-trainer, not only teaching children
but also developing teachers’ abilities to deliver
excellent religious education. Mary’s affiliation
with the charity was therefore natural,given her
background in education and that she also spent
part of her early teaching career in Kenya.

Mary had an impressive range of talents, which
she set to work to raise thousands of pounds for
Double Joy. She wrote inspirational cards using
her calligraphy skills and crafted beautiful silver
jewellery as part of her fundraising efforts.
Furthermore, she wrote a children’s book, Jerry
the Giraffe Grows Up, with all proceeds going to
the charity. Some receiving this newsletter will
also remember with great fondness and warmth
Mary’s hospitality. Friends of Double Joy trustee
meetings at Mary’s house were followed by a
hearty home-cooked lunch, often using home-
grown ingredients.
Mary derived much pleasure from creating both
a beautiful and productive garden and would, no
doubt, approve of Double Joy’s success with
their greenhouse and crop yields.

Mary’s faith, values and indefatigable spirit
shone through everything she did. She was an
exceptional educator with the magic touch with
children and a keen sense of humour, a
devoted sister and an ardent friend; dearly
missed by those lucky enough to be close to her.

May we all take something of Mary’s spirit and
story with us into 2026.

 




